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A few weeks ago | was at the dentist for my regular 6 month check up. Some people
dislike going to the dentist, as for me, | don’t mind, my teeth are always in good
shape, the dentist seems to think | do enough brushing, haven’t had to get any fillings.
So the check up is proceeding fairly predictably, when towards the end the dentist
says —

We'll need to make an appointment to get a filling for that cavity in your molar.

What? | don’t get fillings! My teeth are great. And with that fact, my world view comes
spiralling down, my view of my dental hygiene and practices dismantled, my own
knowledge that Jason Smith does not get fillings is destroyed, and replaced with the
fact - I need to get a filling, | will have had a filling.

There are those moments in life where in just a very short amount of time, a fact
changes everything. A fact changes your attitudes, changes your behaviours,
changes how you view yourself, how you view the world around you. That fact about
my filling was a small one of those facts. In a moment - everything had changed, | no
longer was a person with good dental hygiene. | needed a filling.

In October 2012 | woke up to the fact that Disney had acquired Lucasfilm, and new
Star Wars films would be made. The world had changed — we now lived in a world
where instead of there only being 6 star wars films, we would now live in a world with
an indeterminate number of star wars films.

A fact changes everything.

In October 2017 Abi and | found out that we were going to have a baby in 2018. The
world had Changed — we now lived in a world where instead of there only being 2
people in our family, there would be 3!

A fact changes everything.

In 1°* Century Israel, the disciples of Jesus discovered that Jesus was alive. The world
had changed - they had lived in a world where their teacher and friend, had died a
depressing death on the cross, but now they lived in a world where he had risen from
the grave. Jesus was alive — and as the disciples looked at his hands and feet, and
watched him eat a bit of fish - this is a fact.
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And this fact changes everything. And where the facts of new Star Wars films for all
time and a baby are very exciting, the fact of the Resurrection of Jesus is a
monumental change. For the disciples having their Lord and Christ raised changes
everything for them, and today as we look at the end of the gospel of Luke and its
follow up book in the bible — Acts we will see that the fact of the Resurrection is a
massive change for the disciples, and also changes everything for everyone who
believes in him.

Because of the Resurrection the disciples are given power, and that power works a
mighty change in them. Read with me from verse 49 of Luke 24:

| am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high.”

Because of the resurrection, because Jesus has risen he is able to promise and send
the disciples power after he ascends back to heaven to be with the Father. And that
power is not so they can be mighty, so they can be impressive figures, this power is

given so they can be changed and transformed and equipped to do the work Jesus

calls them to do.

And as we move from Luke into Acts, we see this power is none other than the Holy
Spirit, God’s presence with the disciples. Acts 2 opens with the Spirit being given to
the apostles and followers of Jesus — with the sound of wind, and the appearance of
tongues of fire on each of them, they are all empowered by the Holy Spirit, and begin
to speak in other tongues. And a multi-national crowd comes together and is very
concerned by all this ruckus, and then is even more concerned as they can hear these
Galileans in their own languages?

But Peter, stands up and explains — read with me from verse 32 of Acts 2

2 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. > Exalted to the
right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has
poured out what you now see and hear.

Peter knows what has happened - because of the Resurrection and the ascension of
Jesus, power has been given from the Father — the Holy Spirit has been poured out on
the disciples, and this fact of the Resurrection has changed everything. These
followers have been transformed, and this dramatic sight of the followers of Jesus
speaking in all these different languages is a sign of how momentous this is. For a
clear demonstration of the power that has been worked in the disciples because of
the resurrection we do not need to look much further then Peter.



This power has transformed Peter in many ways, but | particularly want to highlight 3
ways Peter has been empowered by the Holy Spirit sent by Jesus because of the
Resurrection.

First of all, the Holy Spirit gives Peter a clearer understanding and ability to explain
the scriptures. Through Acts 2 we see Peter eloquently and clearly explain the pouring
out of the Holy Spirit and the Death and Resurrection of Jesus from Old Testament
Prophecy and Psalm. This is a far cry from the man who when faced with Jesus’
words about the Son of Man needing to die and rise again on the 3™, thought it
would be a good idea for him to correct Jesus on what was going to happen. The
Holy Spirit has empowered Peter and the other followers with the ability to
understand the Scriptures concerning his Son.

Second of all — the Holy Spirit has worked a very clear personal transformation in
Peter and the other disciples. Where before Jesus’ resurrection they were in hiding
and in fear, now they are open, and confidently proclaiming the risen Christ. Where
before Jesus’ death and resurrection Peter was a denier of the Lord, now he is a
defender of the Lord, and in Acts we see him defend Jesus before crowds, and before
the Jewish religious authorities who threaten him with persecution, torture and
imprisonment. From Denier to Defender, Peter has been transformed powerfully by
the Holy Spirit, as have the other followers of Jesus.

Thirdly — the Holy Spirit empowers Peter and the apostles with miracles. As we go
through Acts we see the disciples do many miracles and signs as they work to share
the good news about Jesus — whether here in Acts 2 in speaking in different tongues,
or in healing as we see Peter do for a beggar in Acts 3, the Holy Spirit has empowered
them to continue this part of Jesus’ ministry, to love and care for people as the
Kingdom grows.

The Resurrection changes everything, and for the disciples, for Peter and those
followers of Jesus, they empowered by the Holy Spirit because Jesus rose and
ascended to be with the Father again. But this fact of the Resurrection changes
everything for us to, because as we believe today, we also receive that same
promised Holy Spirit. Read with me from verse 37 of Acts 2:

% When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the
other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

%8 peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. ** The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all
whom the Lord our God will call.”



This promise of the Holy Spirit is for all who through repentance and forgiveness of
sins have accepted Jesus as their risen Lord and Saviour. And as the disciples were

clothed in power through the Holy Spirit, we too are empowered by that same Spirit
we share in through Jesus’ resurrection.

Just as Peter and the followers of Jesus were able to understand and explain the
Scriptures by the Holy Spirit, we too are able to read the Bible, able to understand it,
interpret it and realise what it means for us today. The Holy Spirit helps us
understand Gods will and God’s words for us today. Just as Peter was transformed
from a denier to a defender of Jesus, we too are transformed — a sinner to a saint —
as the Holy Spirit helps us take hold of what we already have in Christ — a holy
blameless life — the Holy Spirit helps us attain in this life — helps us to pursue
godliness, to throw off sin, to live for Christ our King. And just as the followers were
empowered with miracles to love and care for people in Jesus’ name, the Holy Spirit
gives us all sorts of gifts we can use to love and care and serve people in our church
and our community in Jesus’ name. Do you have something you can use to love and
care and serve people in our church and our community in Jesus’ name? Then that is
a gift given you by the Holy Spirit, and you should exercise your gift.

The Holy Spirit empowers us, partners with us, as we live our lives in this age - all
through the power of Jesus’ resurrection. And so if you feel you are lacking in your
knowledge of the scriptures, in personal godliness, or in your ability to serve and care
for others, you should pray. It is God’s will for you to be empowered in these things by
the Holy Spirit, not that you should push yourself on your own strength to achieve
them. The Holy Spirit has been given so that you may be empowered to live for Christ,
and so we should pray for God to work powerfully by that Spirit whenever we feel we



